.~ request to Parliament to call upon the Commonwealth Government to set
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T HE A BORTIGINAL TREATY :

STATEMENT'BY'SPONSORS'

The undersigned concerned white Australlans belleve that experlence since
1978 has demonstrated the need for the status and - rlqhts of Aboriginal
Australians to.be protectcd by a- legally binding agreement or Treaty

freely negotiated by thelr chosen representatlves w1th the Commonwealth
of Australia. : -

' We therefore call upon  the Commonwealth Parllament to resolve that
negotiations should be arranged for this- purpose and in partlcular to
call upon the Commonwealth Government - -

~a) to arrange a conventlon of Aboriginal Australians nominated
by Aboriginal communities and Assoc1atlons to choose their
'own negotiators, to determlne the basis. on which they will
negotlate and to decide ‘upon procedures by which an agreement

or Treaty prov1sronally acoepted by therr representatlves will
be confirmed; and :

b thereafter to- sat - 1n traln procedures for the relevant - |
jnegotlatlons ’ - '

To facilitate consideratlon of the issues we draw attention to a draft.
" resolution ©f the Commonwealth Parliament and a draft statement of
principles which some of the signatories ‘have prepared. We are not all
of us- necessarlly wholly in agreement with this statement of principles
. hut believe it covers the issues which must be resolved, and provides

a basis for discussion. Arrangements will be made to promote guch
discussion through a wrde range ©of religious, compunity, professional,
,tlndustrlal bu51neas, academic and other organisations.. ' :

We invite members of. the publ;c who share our concern to inform the
Secretary of the Committee if they are willing to add their names to a

'~ these negotiations in train . and to help finance the administrative costs
involved by making a donation to the ‘'Aboriginal Treaty Committee’ whose.
- funds . will be administered for these purposes by Stuart Harris, .
Eva Hancock and Dymphna Clark, actlng as Trustees. The form set out
'below w1ll enable this actlon to be’ taken. -

We hope that thlS process w111 culmlnate, in the presentatlon to the
Eederal Parllament of a Resolutlon urglng the negotiations of a Treaty
We invite your 1nterest in this projeot which, if it is wldely supported
could mark the beginning of a new. era in black-white relations in i
- pustralia. We-ask you to signify your support by signing the statement
set out below and by making a donation to the costs to this campaign. o

Chegues should be madé payable.to the 'Aborlglnal Treaty Commlttee and !
despatched to PO Box 1242, Canberra 2601. ‘ . .

(sponsoas NAMES HERE)

I/we the under51gned support the draft'resolutlon that a Treaty of’Peace
and Friendship be.concluded between Aboriginal Anstrallans and the
-Commonwealth of Australia, and agree that -

_ My/our srgnature may be affixed to. a statement to that effect

I/we enclose a_cheque for.... as a donation to the costs 1ncurred by the =
Abhoriaqinal Treaty Commitioe in anmport of anch-a Treaty, '
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DRAFT RESOLUTION OF BOTH HOUSES OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE COMMONWEALTI
TUAT A TREATY OF PEACE AND FRIENDSHIP BE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE
ABORTGINAL AUSTRALIANS AND - TIE COMMONWEALTI! OF AUSTRALIA

l
'

' _PREAMBLE . S : o : o _;] :'-i

_ Whereas before Europeans settled in Australla, the Aborlglnal people of

: Australla had lived on their traditional -lahds from time immemorial

and had in- Aborlglnal law and customs a clear tltlo to those lands;
and :

 whereas Europeans and other non~hborlglnal people have occupied and uged -

. most of the traditional lands of the Aboriginal peoples agalnst thEl‘

' w1ll and. without negotlatlon, compensatlon or treaty, and

whereas that occupatlon has serlously damaged the tradltlonal way of llfQ

of Aboriginal Australians and has caused poverty and hardship to be
the fate of the great ma]orlty of thelyr surviving descendants; and

-Whereas +the surv1v1ng descendants of the Aborlglnal peoples have expresse

a wish to have their rights to land acknowledged, to preserve thelr
‘link with their Aboriginal ancestors and to maintain their
dlstlnctlve 1dent1ty w1th its own. cultural herltage, ‘and

-'whereas the- people of Australla in 1967 voted overwhelmlngly that the
- Commonwealth Parliament should have respon51b111ty for laws.
relatlng Lo Aborlglnal Austallans, and

. Whereas it is accepted lnternatlonally by the UniteduNations organisation.

that each country shouwld work to establish the rights of indigenous

- peoples to self-determination, non~dlser1m1nat1on and -the enjoyment
of. the1r own culture, and :

.whereas aboriginal Australlans have expressed the w1sh that whlle enjoyt
ing those rights, they should resclve their differences with
non-Aboriginal Australians, and share thls land w1th them in peace
and frlendshlp,_ and S

whereas the Woodward Comm1551on in- 1974 established principles by which -

Aborlglnal rlghts to land should be acknowledged and reallsed- and

whereas the Senate of the Commonwealth Parliament in February 19?7
‘resolved that Aboriginal Australians should be compensated for the

- loss of their traditional lands and for the damage to thler way
of llfe._'

>

Now this House. resolves that -

Sl The Commonweal th CoVernment'thuld invite the Aboriginal people of
Australia to necgotiate a Treaty of Peace and Frlendshlp with the
Commonwealth of Auqtralla,, and if that invitation is accopted -

2. :'the Aborlglnal people of Australia shall be respon51ble for the

choice of representatives to negotiate for them, for the approval of
the basis on which these representatives shall negotiate and the
'aoceptance of the terms of any treaty provisionally negotlated on
thelr behalf




'--communltles and associations;

_ the Commonwealth Government should give all nocossary flnan01al and
.~ other assistance to the Aboriginal people to enable them to -
establish before 30 December 1979 and to maintain in operation
thereafter until a Treaty has been concluded and ratified by the
i partles, a Convention of representatives chosen by Aborlglnal

_when any Treaty has been concluded and agreed to between the partles
- the Commonwealth Government should submit thaL Treaty to the
Parllament for ratlflcatlon :

thlS House is prepared to: use 1ts leglslatlve powers to reserve to
itself responsibility for Aboriginal Australians and to give effect
-to-any or all of the. terms Of any Treaty that invite or nece531tate.
leglslatlve actlon,_. .

this House is of oplnlon that any Treaty should 1ncorporate or he
_based upon a. recognltlon of the follow1ng principles: : :

fProtectlon of Aborlglnal 1dent1ty

'e) The Treaty should recognlse the right of Aborlglnal Australlans._i

i)} to malntaln an 1ndependent 1dent1ty wlthln Australlan'
: soc1ety, ,

ii)  to preservo,_protect and develop their own languages, law
: _and ‘culturce; . : :

1ii) ko determlne their own way of life, to plah their own

-  future, to be responsible for the nurture and education of:
their children, to promote the health of their people and
-to protect their civil- llbertles and rlghts as CLtlzens,

iv)  to incorporate, assoc1atlons and, within the Commonwealth
' to dcvelop lnstltutlons for these purposes,

V) to resolve any questlon about the ellglblllty of a person
: for_membershlp of an Aboriginal Assoc1at;on oy institution.

b)Y ReoognitiOn'and restoration of:rights”to 1ahd-

- The Treaty should recognlse that the Aborlglnal people have
‘a rlght - : N _

3y .Law.and order

The-Aboriginal'people;have'a right{ on-land'to which
Aboriginal Australians held title, to maintain order
-and to protect and enforce Aboriginal law and customs - & -

i} non-aboriginal people resident within Aboriginal
- lands will respect and cobserve rules for the
_malntenence of order and Aboriginal law and oustoms,

ii) _Aborlglnal Australlans resldent among_non—Aborlglnals'
' Australians and within their communities will respect
and observe non-Aboriginal Australian law.




